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Minutes of the Ju-Jitsu International Federation [ JJIF] 
28th of June, 2026 05:00 PM – 06:25 PM (Abu Dhabi Time)  Online 

Meeting called by H.E. PANAGIOTIS THEODOROPOULOS, JJIF President 

Type of meeting JJIF Board Members Meeting 

Notetaker Kostiantyn Pavlenko 

1. Roll call 

Attendees with 
voting right 
 

Present at the beginning of the meeting: 
1. Panagiotis Theodoropoulos – JJIF President – online 
2. Michael Korn – JJIF Vice-President, JJEU President – online 
3. Gregory Vallarino – JJIF Vice-President, JJPAU President – online 
4. Nuvin Proag – JJIF Vice-President, JJAFU President – online 
5. Elcirley Luz Silva – Board Member - Inclusive Sport & Para Ju-Jitsu – 

online  
6. Nyamdavaa Lkhagvanyam – Board Member, Volunteer Commission 

– online 

Attendees with 
NO  
voting right 

7. Christian Horvath-Portele – JJIF Board Member, JJ4GOOD 
Commission – online 

8. Joachim Thumfart – JJIF General Director 
9. Peter Schouten – JJIF Administration Director – online 
10. Kostiantyn Pavlenko – JJIF Manager 

Guests 

11. Aslan Ospanov –  JJIF Contact Rules Working Group Representative - 
online  

12. Amran Elotmani – JJIF Fighting Rules Working Group 
Representative – online  

13. Jose Dominguez – Pan American Union – online 

2. Quorum 

 Joachim Thumfart 

At the commencement of the meeting, six (6) out of ten (10) Board Members with voting rights were 

present, meeting the quorum requirement. 

3. Welcome by the JJIF President 

 Panagiotis Theodoropoulos 

JJIF President Theodoropoulos welcomed all participants to the regular Board meeting and invited 

the Board to proceed directly with the agenda. 

4. Contact Ju-Jitsu Rules – Update and Entry into Frorce 

 Joachim Thumfart, Aslan Ospanov 

Discussion 

General Director Thumfart introduced two guests, Mr. Aslan Ospanov and Mr. Amran 

Elotmani, invited to present proposed rule amendments directly to the Board. 

Mr. Ospanov reported that the first standalone Contact Ju-Jitsu World Championship 

(Turkey) had been successfully organized, and that the updated rules had already been 

presented to coaches and national federation representatives without negative feedback; 

the philosophy and ways of winning of Contact Ju-Jitsu remain unchanged. 
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Discussion 

The proposed amendments are clarifications rather than substantive changes, 

comprising: clearer explanation of the 10–9 scoring system; clarified definitions of 

effective, legal and forbidden techniques; improved explanation of fouls and penalties; 

a new age category (Impact 3, U18); removal of slam techniques from the list of 

permitted techniques for athlete safety; and alignment of bracket/format provisions with 

the JJIF Sporting Code. 

The Board noted that the updated rules had already been successfully applied in 

practice at the European Championship (Romania) and are in active use in the Asian 

Union, without operational issues reported. 

Decision 

With 6 (six) out of 6 (six) Board Members present voting in favour, the Board approved 

the revised Contact Ju-Jitsu Rules, to enter into force on 1 July 2026, applicable to all 

subsequent JJIF-recognized Contact Ju-Jitsu events including the African 

Championship (September 2026). 

5. Fighting Ju-Jitsu Rules – Update and Entry into Force 

 
Joachim Thumfart, Amran Elotmani, Aslan Ospanov, Panagiotis Theodoropoulos, 
Christian Horvath-Portele, Michael Korn, Nuvin Proag, Gregory Vallarino (via Jose 
Dominguez), Nyamdavaa Lkhagvanyam, Elcirley Luz Silva 

Discussion 

Mr. Amran Elotmani presented the outcome of a dedicated Fighting Rules working 

group established following a Board mandate given at the Paris Open 2025, comprising 

referees and coaches nominated across the JJIF Continental Unions. The stated 

objective was to resolve contradictions between the current rulebook and the JJIF 

Sporting Code, reduce ambiguity, and correct the disproportionate application of 

passivity penalties against athletes executing legitimate, effective technique. 

The proposal clarifies the definition of "active" combat, revises the passivity/technical-

Hansoku-make framework (including removal of the mandatory two-engagement 

requirement following a Part 2 passivity call and clarification that passivity shall not be 

penalized where an athlete is seizing a genuine scoring opportunity), and introduces 

additional standardized hand-signals for referee communication. 

A new Video Referee (VR) protocol was presented – one mat referee supported by one 

video referee, with a supervisor empowered to resolve disagreements between them – 

previously piloted at the 2025 Mediterranean Championship (Rome) with positive 

feedback from referees and coaches. The Board agreed this system should be adopted, 

subject to a final legal-wording review of the passivity provisions to be coordinated by 

Vice-President Proag. 

Board Member Horvath-Portele and Vice-President Korn raised concerns regarding the 

fairness of introducing rule changes within one month of the World Championship, 

noting the potential impact on athlete and coach preparation; it was proposed that 

referee/coach education instead begin during the World Championship itself, with the 

new rules taking effect afterwards. Vice-President Vallarino (via Mr. Dominguez) 

raised a related concern regarding proximity to the Pan-American Championship (early 

August 2026). 

President Theodoropoulos expressed the view that the changes should be applied 

without delay given the dynamic nature of the sport and the availability of 

supervisor/head-referee guidance during events, while acknowledging the Board's 

discretion to defer if a substantiated reason exists. 
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Discussion 

As opinions on the effective date were divided among those present, the Board agreed 

that the specific question of the entry-into-force date should be put to all ten (10) voting 

Board Members – including those not present at this meeting – by way of a written poll 

(WhatsApp), with the result to be recorded and appended to these minutes. 

Decision 

The Board approved the substance of the revised Fighting Rules (passivity reform and 

Video Referee/Supervisor protocol) without objection, subject to final legal-wording 

review of the passivity provisions. 

The Board agreed to determine the precise entry-into-force date by written poll 

(WhatsApp) of the voting Board Members following the meeting; the result of that poll 

is recorded as a separate post-meeting resolution below (Item 5A). 

5A. Post-Meeting Board Resolution by Written Poll (WhatsApp) – Fighting Rules Entry 
into Force 

 
Poll conducted via the JJIF Board WhatsApp group, 29 June - 1 July 2026; 
recorded by Kostiantyn Pavlenko 

Discussion 

Further to the deferral recorded under Item 5 above, the outstanding question - 

the precise date on which the revised Fighting Rules should enter into force - was 

put to the Board electronically by way of a WhatsApp poll entitled "NEW 

Fighting rules date of enforcement," offering two options: (a) "Include the World 

Championship - 1 July"; and (b) "only after the World Championship - 15 

August." 

7 of the 15 members of the Board WhatsApp group cast a vote. All 7 respondents 

are voting Members of the JJIF Executive Board (of ten (10) total voting 

positions); the remaining members of the WhatsApp group are non-voting Board 

members, directors and HQ staff who did not cast a vote on this question. 

Voted for Option (a), "Include the World Championship - 1 July" (6 votes): 

Panagiotis Theodoropoulos (29 June, 12:58); Gregory Vallarino (30 June, 00:43); 

Elcirley Luz Silva (30 June, 16:44); Isra Waseem (1 July, 12:43); Nuvin Proag (1 

July, 12:45); Dmytro Pernykoza (1. July 13:51). 

Voted for Option (b), "only after the World Championship - 15 August" (2 

votes): Michael Korn (29 June, 13:14); Sara Paganini (30 June, 16:26). 

No vote was recorded from Fahad Al Shamsi 

Decision 

Option (a) - entry into force on 1 July 2026, inclusive of the World 

Championship - carried by 6 votes to 2 among responding voting Board 

Members. 

The revised Fighting Rules (as approved in substance under Item 2) accordingly 

entered into force on 1 July 2026, applicable to all JJIF-recognized events 

including the 2026 World Championship. 

Legal/governance 

note: 

Legal/governance note: 6 of 10 voting Executive Board Members supported this 

outcome, meeting the threshold under the JJIF Statutes, By-law to Rule 7, paragraph 10 

(resolutions by correspondence require approval by not less than fifty per cent (50%) of 

all voting Executive Board Members). Only the votes of voting Executive Board 

Members were counted toward this threshold; the votes of non-voting participants in the 

WhatsApp group, had any been cast, would not count toward it. For future polls of this 

kind, JJIF Headquarters is advised to conduct the vote in a channel limited to the ten (10) 

voting Board Members, or to clearly tag/segregate voting-member responses, so that the 

quorum/threshold calculation is unambiguous on the face of the record. 
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6. Approval of Minutes — 24 May 2026 Board Meeting 

 Joachim Thumfart 

Discussion 
The General Director noted that the minutes of the 24 May 2026 Board meeting had 

been previously circulated to all Board Members. 

 
No objections were raised. The minutes of the 24 May 2026 Board meeting were 

approved as circulated. 

7. Anti-Doping Testing — ITA Coordination Protocol 

 Joachim Thumfart, Michael Korn 

Discussion 

The General Director recalled that a matter had arisen in connection with the European 

Championship concerning direct engagement between a local organizer and the 

International Testing Agency (ITA) on the scope and modalities of doping controls. He 

confirmed the matter was substantially resolved and reaffirmed the governing principle: 

JJIF, as the WADA Code signatory and sole anti-doping authority for the sport, 

delegates testing administration exclusively to ITA, and local organizers must not 

negotiate testing numbers or protocols directly with ITA. 

Decision 
The Board reaffirmed that all anti-doping testing arrangements must be coordinated 

centrally through JJIF/ITA, and that local organizing committees have no authority to 

negotiate testing scope or protocol directly with ITA. 

8.  JJIF Congress 2026 — Date and Format 

 Joachim Thumfart, Panagiotis Theodoropoulos, Michael Korn 

Discussion 

The General Director advised that scheduling the 2026 Congress too close to a 

championship, or outside the statutory notice deadlines, carries a material risk of 

procedural challenge. The Board agreed that the Congress should not be pushed into the 

World Championship period. 

Vice-President Korn noted that the German Federation was considering hosting a 

regional/open tournament in late October, which could potentially serve as a venue 

opportunity, though this was not yet confirmed. 

The President indicated that, in the absence of an earlier proposal, the Congress could 

be announced around the time of the World Championship for a date in early November 

2026, and proposed a hybrid format (in-person and online) to reduce the need for full 

physical attendance. 

Decision 

The Board agreed that JJIF Headquarters will continue to canvass options for the 2026 

Congress date and venue, targeting a hybrid Congress around early November 2026, 

with the date and venue to be confirmed and formally communicated in line with the 

notice periods set out in the JJIF Statutes (By-law to Rule 6). 
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11. Event Calendar Coordination — 2027 Schedule and Standing Agenda Item 

 Joachim Thumfart 

Discussion 

The General Director noted recurring, avoidable scheduling overlaps among JJIF-

recognized events (including the World Championship in Zadar overlapping with the 

Southeast Asian Championship, and the European Cup overlapping with the 

Mediterranean Open), which create reputational damage and confusion among athletes 

and federations. He proposed that event announcements, including provisional or multi-

option dates, be raised at every Board meeting so that JJIF Headquarters can coordinate 

the global calendar centrally. 

Decision 

The Board agreed, without objection, that calendar coordination will become a 

standing, fixed item on the agenda of every future Board meeting. Events not timely 

announced to the Board risk not being recognized as JJIF ranking events where they 

overlap with other JJIF-recognized events. 

The President further directed – for the record – that JJIF will not accept any event 

scheduled within one month before, or during, the JJIF World Championships. 

12. 2026 World Championship — Status Update, Safety Monitoring and Individual 
Athlete Requests 

 Joachim Thumfart, Michael Korn 

Discussion 

The General Director reported that several European federations/governments 

(including UAE, Austria, UK, Germany and Belgium) have recently reduced or lifted 

travel advisories, though the overall security situation remains subject to change. He 

noted an emerging pattern of individual athletes from federations that may not travel 

asking whether they may nonetheless register and compete independently of their 

National Federation. 

The General Director confirmed that, under the current JJIF structure and rules, an 

athlete cannot bypass their National Federation to register independently. Vice-

President Korn confirmed that participation decisions ultimately rest with each National 

Federation and its own board, and that he would continue liaising with federations 

directly. 

13. International Olympic Academy – Postgraduate Scholarship Proposal 

 Kostiantyn Pavlenko, Panagiotis Theodoropoulos, Joachim Thumfart 

Discussion 

Mr. Pavlenko presented background research on the International Olympic Academy's 

postgraduate program in Olympic Studies, Olympic Education, and Organization and 

Management of Olympic Events, delivered in cooperation with the University of 

Peloponnese, and confirmed that representatives of International Federations are 

eligible to apply. He noted an indicative cost of approximately EUR 5,000 tuition plus 

approximately EUR 3,500 full-board accommodation per participant, and that the 

application window for the 2026–2027 intake had already closed (extended deadline 20 

May). 

President Theodoropoulos proposed that JJIF sponsor at least one full scholarship (with 

an ambition to expand to more than one) for the 2027–2028 academic intake, to build a 
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Discussion 
pool of Olympic-educated personnel within JJIF, its Continental Unions and Member 

Federations, with anticipated benefits for JJIF's professional capacity and its standing 

with the IOC. 

Decision 
The Board took note of the proposal. JJIF Headquarters was tasked with preparing 

eligibility criteria and an application process for Member Federations ahead of the 

2027-2028 academic intake, for further Board consideration. 

14. Proposal – Recognition of Athlete Nationality in World Championship Titles 

 Panagiotis Theodoropoulos 

Discussion 

The President proposed, for future discussion, that gold medalists at JJIF World 

Championships be identified individually by name and nationality (in addition to or 

independent of their representing federation) in official communications and social 

media, drawing on the practice of the ancient Olympic Games. The President confirmed 

this is not proposed for immediate implementation and invited the Board to consider the 

concept ahead of a future decision. 

15. International Paralympic Committee (IPC) Recognition – Status Update 

 Joachim Thumfart 

Discussion 

The General Director confirmed that JJIF has formally applied for recognition by the 

International Paralympic Committee. Submission of the full supporting file was 

intentionally deferred pending finalization and signature of JJIF's external financial 

audits; the Board was informed that the outstanding audit documentation is expected to 

be finalized shortly, following which the recognition file will be submitted. 

16. Contact Ju-Jitsu World Championship 2027 – Panama (Pan-American Union) 

 Panagiotis Theodoropoulos, Jose Dominguez 

Discussion 

Mr. Dominguez reported, on behalf of Vice-President Vallarino, that contact had been 

made with Mr. Carlos Brennan (Panama) regarding hosting a Contact Ju-Jitsu World 

Championship; while interest remains, current Panamanian government budget 

constraints make near-term commitment difficult. 

President Theodoropoulos reiterated the strategic importance of hosting a major JJIF 

event in Central America, given travel constraints affecting that region, and indicated 

JJIF's willingness to keep the organizational budget requirement minimal to facilitate 

hosting, noting a similar future ambition for Africa. 

Decision 

The Board agreed that the Pan-American Union will communicate a confirmed date to 

the Board as soon as available and, per the President's standing direction under Item 11 

– before any hosting contract is signed. 
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President Theodoropoulos thanked all participants for a fruitful meeting and confirmed that the next 

Board meeting is expected to take place in early August 2026, in hybrid format. The meeting was 

officially adjourned 

 
Hybrid Meeting, 28th of June 2026 
 
Minutes by Kostiantyn Pavlenko 
 
 
 
Approved by JJIF President Panagiotis Theodoropoulos 
 


