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Minutes of the Ju-Jitsu International Federation [ JJIF] 

11th of February 2024 05:00 PM – 08:00 PM (Abu Dhabi Time)  Online  

Meeting called by H.E. PANAGIOTIS THEODOROPOULOS, JJIF President 

Type of meeting JJIF Board Member Meeting 

Note taker Ms. Claudia Behnke 

Attendees with 
voting right 
 

1. Mr. Panagiotis Theodoropoulos- JJIF President 
2. Mr Nuvin Proang – JJAFU Preisident 
3. Mr Didier Menue – JJEU - Vice President 
4. Mr Fahad Al Shamsi -  JJAU General Secretary 
5. Mr Gregory Vallarino - JJPAU President 
6. Mr. Christian Horvath - JJIF Board Member 
7. Mrs. Maria Charitopoulou - JJIF Board Member 

Attendees with NO  
voting right 

8. Mr. Joachim Thumfart- JJIF Director General 
9. Mrs. Claudia Behnke - JJIF Sport Director 
10. Mr. Peter Schouten - JJIF Administration Director 

Observers (invited) 
11. Ms Antonella Farne - Member of the JJEU Athletes Commission 
12. Mr Jose Dominguez - Member of the JJPAU board 

1. Welcome by the JJIF President 

 Mr. Panagiotis Theodoropoulos 

JJIF President, Mr. Panagiotis Theodoropoulos welcomed all the members present .   

2.   Roll call / Quorum / Minutes 

 Ms Claudia Behnke 

7 Members with voting rights were present, and the quorum was declared adequate. 
The minutest of the last board meeting were approved with minor modifications.  

3. Updates TWG 2025 

 Ms Claudia Behnke 

Discussion 

The JJIF Sportsdirector, Claudia Behnke clarified about the qualification period for 
The World Games. IWGA set the official qualification the first of May 2023 to the 
first of May 2025. However, JJIF managed to secure a slightly different 
qualification period for TWG25 aligning it with their own published timeline, 
namely from January 1st, 2023, till 31st of December 2024.  For the inclusive self-
defence the para commission submitted a proposal to only count results from 
continental championships and world championships in the ranking , as it was 
deemed more suitable for athletes with disabilities. This proposal was accepted, 
and the qualification period for inclusive from January 1st, 2024, till 31st of 
December 2024.  

Decision 

The JJIF board approved the qualification for the inclusive self -dense categories at 
TWG25.  The qualification period is January 1st , 2024, till 31st of December 2024 
and will use the results from continental championships and world championships 
in the ranking. 



              

JJIF Ju-Jitsu International Federation   
JJIF Registered Office: c/o Linus Bruhin, Leutschenstrasse 9, CH 8807 Freienbach, Switzerland 
  

 

Ju-Jitsu International Federation is a proud Member of:  

 
 

  
  

 
 

4. Volunteer Committee 

 Mr Joachim Thumfart 

Discussion 
Joachim Thumfart proposed to investigate the creation of an International 
Volunteer Committee group as a follow up on the best practices group from the 
World Championship 2023 in Mongolia  

Conclusion 
The volunteer group from the World Championship 2023 in Mongolia will be 
invited to present their program at the next board meeting.  

5. JJIF refugee athlete – Mr Iman Hajihashemi 

 Mr Joachim Thumfart  

Discussion 

Joachim Thumfart informed the JJIF board about the request of Mr Iman 
Hajihashemi, an international athlete (and Iranian citizen) who moved from the 
USA to Turkey and Iran and now has reapplied to compete as an international 
athlete, starting with the Asian Championships.  The board members expressed 
concerns about his movements and potential disruptions to the event, since he 
seems not the be a refugee if he is able to move back to Iran.  

Decision 
The JJIF board decided to revoke the status as international athlete . If the Iranian 
federation allows him to compete under the Iran there are no objections.  

6. JJCU representation by Continental Sport Directors (information) 

 Ms Claudia Behnke 

Discussion 

Claudia Behnke presented the role of Continental sport directors in improving the 
functioning of the Technical Commission. They clarified the role and expectations 
of these directors, emphasizing their key contact role for operational matters and 
decision-making at the board level. The importance of sport directors providing 
feedback to their respective JJCU was highlighted. The board then discussed the 
specific responsibilities of a sports director, including informing the Continental 
Union, forwarding relevant information, ensuring voices are heard, acting as a 
liaison, managing the continental calendar, organizing events, and assisting in 
referee selection 

Decision The draft document will be sent to the JJCU to further implement the role.  

7. Jiu-Jitsu Rules for ratification (approval) 

 Ms Claudia Behnke 

Discussion 

Claudia Behnke presented the overhaul of the Jiu-Jitsu rules, with minor changes 
made. The rules were presented in a webinar with very positive response. The 
president expressed a desire to have these rules approved, and Joachim 
emphasized the formal nature of the process.  

Decision 
The rules were approved, and the Administrative Director was asked to publish 
them on the JJIF website.  

8. Duo Rules for ratification (approval) 

 Ms Claudia Behnke 

Discussion 

Claudia Behnke informed about the webinars and the test run of the rules during 
the Genoa Open 2024. However, it  became apparent from the working group a 
final overhaul is needed. Claudia Behnke asked for preliminary approval of the 
rules by the JJIF board to not further slowdown the process.   

Decision 
The rules were preliminary approved. The final rules will be worked out on 
Sunday the 18th of February and published shortly afterwards 
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9. Update on the Referee Rules (information) 

 Ms Claudia Behnke 

Discussion Claudia Behnke informed about the past and upcoming meetings  

Decision JJIF Board will continue to monitor 

10. Financial Rules (approval) 

 Mr Joachim Thumfart  

Discussion 

Joachim Thumfart proposed a practical and transparent budgeting process, 
including a distribution table for event income. The board agreed to allow 
federations unable to afford the participation fee to submit a budget for potential 
waiver. New regulation for Grand Prix and Regional championships were 
discussed, with the share for covering specific costs related to anti -doping 
education and other activities. Didier Menu expressed concerns about increasing 
costs and their impact on smaller countries. The board agreed to simplify the 
financial split and make it more transparent and discussed the possibility of 
allowing continental unions to decide not to take their split of the fee.  

Decision 
The proposed financial rules were to be approved by the board and made public 
on the JJIF website. 
 

11.  Changes to the JJIF Statutes (information) 

 Mr Joachim Thumfart  

Discussion 

Joachim Thumfart discussed potential changes to the Ju-Jutsu International 
Federation's statutes, particularly concerning term limitations and board 
composition. He suggested removing the two-term limit to allow highly effective 
board members to continue their work and proposed adding more board members 
in certain situations. The board discussed the advantages and disadvantages of 
this arrangement, highlighting the need for a balance between new ideas and 
continuity through experienced members.  

Decision 
The JJIF board agreed to further discuss these proposed changes and eventually 
prepare to organize an extraordinary congress if a change of the statues is needed.  

12. Olympic Federations and National Affairs (information) 

 Mr. Panagiotis Theodoropoulos 

Discussion 

Panagiotis  Theodoroppoulos emphasized the importance of understanding 
national laws and international federations, especially in the context of Olympic 
federations. He highlighted the role of continental general assemblies in electing 
board members and the need for continents to ma nage their affairs. A commission 
was set up under CONI’s supervision to address the issue of JJF's representation in 
Italy's official federation 

13. Safeguarding Policy (approval) 

 Mr. Christian Horvath-Portele 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion 

Christian Horvath-Portele suggested to give a provisional approval to the policy, 
highlighting its adaptability, the importance of the safeguarding policy and its 
education among others. Claudia Behnke raised concerns about the policy's 
implications, especially on recruitment and interviews.  

Decision 
The team provisionally approved the main body of the safety guarding document 
and planned a final review at the next board meeting. 
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14. Next Board meeting 

Decision The next board meeting will be on March the 3rd 2024, 17:00 UAE time. 

15. Conclusion 

The JJIF President addressed the board. He thanked all persons present for their participation and 
good discussions. The meeting was thereafter adjourned.  

 
 
 
 
Online Meeting, 11th February 2024 
Approved by JJIF President Panagiotis Theodoropoulos 
 


